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partly, perhaps, because the men were overworked with the
Richter concerts and the Handel Festival, and partly, I venture to
guess, because they were sulky about the low pitch.

One circumstance struck me as curious in connection with the
stress laid on the fact that Drury Lane is "the National Theatre."
One at least of the Valkyries was an English lady, Mrs Lee. But
the playbill of the National Theatre drew the line at "Mrs/9 In
Klafsky's case it wavered between Frau and Fraulein; Pauline
Joran was Miss one day and Mile die next; "Mr" was tolerated in
the case of Mr Bispham; but Mrs Lee was always Madame Lee.
May I suggest in a friendly way that it is time to drop this old-
fashioned nonsense?
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IN this oppressive weather, with the season advanced to a point
at which each successive concert brings a heavier burden of
fatigue than the one before, it is hard to have a Handel Festival
hurled at one like the stone of Polyphemus. Like all our national
institutions, the Handel Festival has a great deal of nonsense
about it, and is applauded for its nonsense much more than for its
sense. As, for example, the size of die thing, though, after all, it is
only about quarter as large as the London police force, about
which nobody makes any fuss. Mr Manns is much praised for
the Napoleonic feat of conducting nearly four thousand per-
formers, as if that were fifty times as difficult as conducting the
seventy-five or eighty who constitute his band at an ordinary
Saturday concert.

Of course such a calculation is pure folly: you cannot get
artistic magnitude by the multiplication of nobodies, although
you can get, on any given note in the performance, enough
suburban amateur choristers singing right, and enough country
parsons, surgeon-majors, and young ladies playing their fiddles
right, to extinguish the irresolute and unconcerted efforts of die
minority who are singing and playing wrong. This advantage
apart, the bigness of the affair is a heavy drawback except in so
far as the vastness of die audience impresses the principal singers,
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